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STONE  RURAL.  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THU 

M.  E  D  X  0  A  L  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

To  tho  Chairman  and  Members  of 
The  Stone  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  &  Gentlemen, 

'I.  beg.  to  submit  to  you  my  report  for  the  year  1941. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  so  in  1941,  but  more  so,  the 
normal  work  of  maintaining  Public  Health  has  been  restricted 
and  become  more  difficult  to  carry  out  satisfactorily. 

The  question  of  labour  in  connection  with  both  scavenging 
and  salvage  has  handicapped  the  efficient  discharge  of  these 
functions  and  has  caused  some  complaint  in  the  district,  but 
on  the  whole  the  work  has  been  carried  out  under  your  Sanitary 
Inspector,  as  well  as  could  be  expected. 

I  have  again  to  thank  Mr.  Gaskin,  Mr.  Hawke s,  Mr.  Be van 
and  the  Office  staff  for  their  assistance  and  consideration  in 
carrying  out  my  duties.  •  : 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Lady  and  Gentleman, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  Murray  Barrow, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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A.R.P.  ORGANIZATION- 


First  Aid. 

The  work  of  the  1st  Aid  Points  in  the  Stone  Rural  District 
has  continued  to  improve,  though  in  some  cases  interest  has 
flagged  owing  to  lack  of  leadership  and  organization.  Exercises 
and  practices  have  done  a  good  deal  towards  keeping  up  the  stan¬ 
dard  of  efficiency. 

Four  Points  have  been  up-graded,  viz.,  Eccleshall,  Barlaston 
Blythe  Bridge  and  Swynnerton.  . .  There.',  are.  .five,  active  and  ..keen.. 

1st  Aid  Parties  at  Eccleshali,  Barlaston,  Chebsey,  Rough  Close 
and  Trentham.  These  have  taken  part  in  exercises  and  practices 
together4.  Owing,  however,  to  the  calling  up  Of  more  men, 
stretcher  bearing  must  be  undertaken  by  the  ladies  of  the  Parties. 

The  following  is  a  revue  of  each  individual  point :- 

Eccleshall,  in  charge  of  Dr.  Glynne  Owen,  is  well  equipped 
and  efficient.  The  premises  in  the  High  Street  are  not  quite 
satisfactory  and  other  quarters  have  been  looked  for  without 
success.  There  is  a  first  rate  decontamination  centre  in  the 
town. 

At  Barlaston  Mrs.  Browne  is  now  in  charge  of  the  Red  Cross 
contingent  which  continues  to  function  satisfactorily. 

Trentham,  under  the  leadership  of  Senior  Warden  Cross  has 
made  a  great  deal  of  progress.  The  ladies  party  is  very  keen 
and  Mrs.  Cooper,  an  ex  hospital  nurse  keeps  them  well  instructed. 

At  Blythe  Bridige,  owing  to  a  change  of  secretaries,  has 
suffered  some  loss  of  cohesion.  Chief  Warden  Forster  keeps  the 
interest  going  with  the  secretary,  Mrs.  Schole . 

Rough  Close  maintains  its  high  standard  of  1st  Aid  efficiency, 
under  Petty  Officer  Titterton  R.N. ,  with  regular  practices  and 
exercises. 

Sandon  is  well  equipped  and  has  fine  premises.  It  is  over¬ 
shadowed  by  the  Red  Cross  Hospital  at  the  Hall  which  doubtless  . 
would  deal  with  most  casualties  in  an  air  raid. 

Hilderstone  is  poorly  equipped  and  laci s  a  leader  to  organ¬ 
ize  practices. 

Standon  Hall  needs  no  remarks,  being  ideally  equipped  and 
staffed  with  a  resident  M.O. 

Chebsey,  with  a  1st  Aid  Point  at  Shallowford  has  good  premises 
and  equipment,  and  maintains  a  keen  First  Aid  Party,  the  ladies 
being  led  by  Mrs.  Vaughan. 

Swynnerton,  though  up  graded,  lacks  personnel  to  maintain  a 
very  efficient  Aid  Point  and  practices  are  wanting. 

AIR  RAID  SHELTERS. 


Work  of  providing  Air  Raid  Shelters  in  the  district  went  for 
ward  very  slowly  during  the  year  under  review.  The  problem  of 
labour  seriously  hampered  progress  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
quite  a  number  of  shelters  were  far  from  being  complete. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Apart  from  the  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  epidemic  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  year,  your  district  has  been  remarkably  free 
from  infectious  disease. 

There  were  involve,  fatal  cases  of  notifiable  complaints,  four 
of  which  were  due  to  Pneumonia  and  four  to  Tuberculosis  (Lungs) 
leaving,  -a  balance  of  four*,  one  "'each  from  Diphtheria,  Puerperal 
Fever  and  Whooping  Cough  and  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

This  I  think  mu  At  be  considered' satisfactory . 

....  ..  .  .  -  -IMMUNIZATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. .  . 

The  immunizing  of  school  children  against  Diphtheria  was 
carried  out  fairly  thoroughly  during  1941  both  at  the  Welfare 
_G.lini.cs  and  the  Schools,  including  the  Rural  District  pupils 
attending  the  Stone  Senior  and  Alleyne T s  .Grammar  School. 

Though  apparently  many  were  inoculated,  the:  percentage  did 
not  work  out  at  more  than  23%  of  children  between  one  year  and 
fifteen . 

•  »  r 

This  calculation  is  admitted "by  the  Minister  of  Health  in 
his  recent  circular,  to  be  of  doubtful  accuracy  owing  to.  the 
inability  to  arrive  at  a  true  figure  of  the  child  population. 


He  is  not  satisfied  that 

the  percentage 

is  high  enough, 

and  he  hopes  to  reach  the  number  of  children 

immunized  at 

approaching.  75%  of  -the  child  population. 

The  figures  for  children 

at  school  immunized  during  the 

year  1941  are  as  follows:- 

Consent  Given 

Inoculated. 

Croxton  C  of  E  School. 

37 

Chebsey  C  of  E  School. 

26 

.Off. ley. .Hay  C  of  E.-- .  - 

. . 

■8  •' 

Yarnfield  C  of  E  School.  . 

.  ,  *  il *  *' 

16 

Fulford  C  of  E  School. 

36 

S  Undo  if  -G.  of-E  School-.  •  •  . 

-'B  '  ■ . 

. -  19  . 

Milwich  Council  School. 

17 

27 

Hilderstone  C  of  E  School. 

15 

27 

Sandon  School. 

25 

31 

Barlaston  C  of  E  School. 

26 

29 

Tittensor  C  of  E  School. 

15 

;  16 

Stone  Rural,  Aston. 

21 

22 

Mo dder shall  C  School. 

19 

20 

Standon  C  of  E  School. 

18 

18 

Cotes  Heath  C  of  E  School. 

- 

11 

Eccleshall  Senior  School. 

69 

69 

Oulton  C  of  E  School. 

9 

32 

Stone  Senior.  School . 

112  . 

109 

Eccleshall  Junior  School. 

*• 

73 

NOTIFIABLE 

DISEASES. 

Notified 

Deaths . 

Small  Pox. 

Nil 

Nil 

Diphtheria . 

9 

1 

Scarlet  Fever. 

4 

Nil 

Enteric 

1 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

1 

1 

Pneumonia . 

6 

4 

Erysipelas . 

Nil 

Nil 

Measle s . 

342 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough. 

56 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal. 

1 

1 

Paratyphoid. 

2 

Nil 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1941. 


Male 

Female 

Total . 

New  Cases 

6 

<7 

9 

Deaths 

1 

4. 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  the  end  of  1941  .  .  .  44. 


BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATE. 


Stone  Rural 

Eng  &  Wales 

• 

District 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population. 

14.4 

14.71 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  total 

(live  and  Still)  births. 

45 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1000  population. 

11.0 

IS. 9 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1000  population. 

10.56 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  per 

50 

59 

1000  live  births. 

.  — . . 

3E  The  corrected  Death  Rate  is  obtained  by  multiplying .  the  crude 
Death  Rate  by  the  factor  0.96. 


ADMISSIONS  TO  YARNFIELD  HOSPITAL  1941. 


From 

Stone 

R.D.C 

From 

Stone 

U.D.C 

From 

Ut toxeter 

U  &  R  D.C. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

5 

3 

15 

Diphtheria . 

15 

4 

7 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

3 

1  ■ 

0 

Diatyphoid.  • 

S 

0 

0 

Undiagnosed. 

1 

0 

0 

Total 

2S 

8 

.  22 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  TO  DECEMBER.  1941 


Births  &  Deaths. 


• 

Total 

Male 

Female  . 

Legitimate . 

190 

98 

92 

Live  Births 

Illegitimate . 

9 

6 

Legitimate . . 

8 

7 

1 

Still  Births 

Illegitimate . 

1 

1 

0 

Legitimate . 

7 

4 

3 

Deaths  of  Infants 
under  one  year. 

Illegitimate  ....... 

i-/ 

- - - 

1 

2 

* - — — 

DEATHS  FROM  CERTAIN  SPECIFIED  DISEASES. 


Disease 

Ma  le 

Female 

Total . 

Cancer . . 

10 

9 

19 

Heart  Di sease . . . . , 

21 

18 

39 

Intra  cranial  .... 

10 

13 

23 

Accident  s  .  . . 

4 

1 

5 

Suicide . . 

0 

1 

1 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES. 


Deaths  in 

Rate  per  1,000 

Stone  R.D, 

(live  &  still)  births 

Stone  R.D. 

Eng.  &  Wal 

Puerperal  Sepsis . 

1 

5 

o 

00 

o 

Other  Puerperal  Causes . 

1 

5 

1.75. 

bacteriological  and  chemical  examination  of  water. 


Bv*c teriological  examination  of  water  supplies.  .  .Satisfactory  6 

Unsatisfactory  2 

Chemical  examination  of  water  supplies..  ...Satisfactory  6 

Unsatisfactory  2 


2  Samples  of  water  were  taken  from  a  private  pool  and  1  from  a  public 
Swimming  pool.  The  reports  on  all  three  samples  were  unsatisfactory 
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HOUSING. 

i  -  proceeding  under  tile  Housing  Act.  1956. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

•notices  were  served  requiring  repairs./....' .  5. 

2 *  Proceeding,  under  the  Public  Health  Act . 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied . . .  .....13. 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  served  under  Section 
93  of  the  Public  Health  Act  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied.......... .  g# 

3.  Proceedings  under  Sections'll  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act.  1956. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  i.i  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made . . . Nil. 
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